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COVID-19:COVID-19: 
A Season of Social Distancing 

and Helping Neighbors in Need

Puede encontrar esta información en su idioma. Visite RockvilleReports.com y abra 
el menú de «Seleccione Idioma» de Google Translate, situado en la esquina superior 
derecha de la página.

如果您希望以您的语言查找此信息， 请至网站RockvilleReports.com，打开 网页
右上方的谷歌翻译“选择语言” 选项单。

Bénéficiez de ces informations dans votre langue. Allez sur le site RockvilleReports.
com et ouvrez le menu « Select Language » (choisir la langue) de Google Translate, 
situé en haut à droite de la page.

이 정보를 한국어로 보실 수있습니다. RockvilleReports.com을 방 문하여 
페이지 오른쪽 위 Google Translate의 “Select Language” (원하는 언어) 메
뉴를 여십시오.
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Check Once, Check Twice
State, county and city ac-

tions to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 mean uncertainty 
for activities, programs and 
facility hours in the City of 
Rockville. Please check our 
online resources to see if any 
information contained in this 
edition of "Rockville Reports" 
has changed.

Christmas Day, Friday, 
Dec. 25 and New Year’s Day, 
Friday, Jan. 1: City Hall and 
most city facilities will be 
closed. Recycling and trash 
is not collected on Fridays. 
Collections will occur as usual 
during these holiday weeks.

The Rockville Swim and 
Fitness Center will be open to 
residents and facility members 
only, with limited services and 
activities on Dec. 24 and 31, and 
will be closed on Dec. 25 and 
Jan. 1. Visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/swimcenter for details.

Parking will be free at city-
owned meters on Dec. 25 and 
Jan. 1.

For more information on 
recycling and trash collec-
tion, visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/recycling-trash or call 
240-314-8568.

Learn more at www. 
rockvillemd.gov or call 240-314-
5000.   

continued on pg. 4…

Rockville will honor Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s life and legacy 
in January when the city holds its 
49th annual Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day Celebration virtually and 
participates in a week of activities 
as part of Montgomery County’s 
26th annual Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day of Service. 

The city has planned six ser-
vice activities following social 
distancing guidelines: cleanups of 
a trail at Croydon Creek Nature 
Center, a Weed Warrior weed pull 

Virtual MLK Day Celebration 
to Feature Week of Service

at RedGate Park, a self-guided 
neighborhood cleanup, making 
blankets for sick children, creat-
ing masks or scarves for needy 
families and creating handmade 
and hand-delivered goody bags 
for everyday heroes. Space is 
limited for these activities. Find 
more information, including how 
to register, at www.rockvillemd.
gov/volunteer. 

King recognized the power 
of service, famously saying 

Montgomery County re-
mains in the second of three re-
opening phases, with reopening 
guidelines limiting office use 
and encouraging telework. 

With these guidelines in 
mind, the city is not able to wel-
come visitors back to City Hall 
or many city facilities, and no 
definitive date for reopening 
can be established at this time. 

Information about the city’s 
response to the pandemic is 
available at www.rockvillemd.
gov, on social media (Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube and Nextdoor), 
and on Rockville 11 (channel 11 
on county cable). 

For general inquiries 
about city operations, call 
240-314-5000. 

Montgomery County 
Pulls Back on Reopening 
Guidelines 

The county issued a health 
order Nov. 10 that reduced ca-
pacity limits for businesses, 
including restaurants and retail 
establishments, and limited 
gatherings to 25 people or less, 
as the number of new COVID-19 
cases continued to increase in 
the county. County health offi-
cials also urged the community 
to consider their most vulnera-
ble family members when mak-
ing holiday plans and reminded 
residents that celebrating virtu-
ally or with members of their 
own households poses the low-
est risk for spread.  

Learn more at www. 
montgomerycountymd.gov/
covid19.  

County to Issue Relief 
Grants for Food Services

Got a Montgomery County 
food spot you love?

Let them know that res-
taurants and others, like food 
trucks, caterers and wineries 
and breweries that directly 
provide food service, may be 
eligible for up to $10,000 in a 
pandemic relief grant to cover 
expenses like rent, payroll and 
more.

On Nov. 17, the Montgomery 
County Council authorized 
Montgomery County Economic 
Development Corporation to 
administer and award grants 
of up to $10,000 to eligible ser-
vices. Applications will be ac-
cepted until Dec. 4.

Find out more at thinkmoco. 
com/covid-19-resources/
restaurant-relief-grant.

Food Distribution 
Need assistance with food? 

Visit www.montgomerycounty 
md.gov/covid19-food for a list 
of food resources around the 
county and other important 
information. Rockville seniors 
can call the senior center at 240-
314-8800, from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. 

Free COVID-19 Testing  
The Montgomery County 

Department of Health and 
Human Services continues to 
provide free COVID-19 test-
ing, no appointment needed, 
at sites across the county. Visit 
MoCoCOVIDTesting.org or 
call the Testing Helpline at 240-
777-1755 for more information 
about testing in Montgomery 
County, or find a test near you 
at coronavirus.maryland. 
gov/pages/symptoms-testing 
#siteapp. 

Help a Neighbor in Need by 
Donating Online 

If you have the means and 
would like to partner with the 
City of Rockville to help neigh-
bors in need, consider donating 
today. Visit bit.ly/donate 
rockville to contribute. 

Mayor Newton’s COVID 
Updates 

Mayor Bridget Donnell 
Newton delivers regular up-
dates on Rockville’s response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic on 
the Rockville 11 YouTube chan-
nel at www.youtube.com/city 
ofrockville.  

The Mayor and Council’s upcoming budget process:
•	 Monday, Dec. 14: Discussion of the Mayor and Council’s budget priorities 

and their survey responses.
•	 Monday, Jan. 11: Public hearing.
•  Additional public hearings and work sessions will be held in 2021. The 

Mayor and Council are scheduled to adopt the budget in May.

December’s work follows a Nov. 9 budget work session that included a re-
view of the budget calendar and survey and a budget preview from city staff. 
Find the Nov. 9 agenda at www.rockvillemd.gov/AgendaCenter for a staff re-
port and video of the discussion.

The Mayor and Council will 
discuss their Fiscal Year 2022 
budget priorities during a work 
session in December and want to 
hear from community members 
about their priorities.

Public participation in the 
budget process is a high prior-
ity for the Mayor and Council 
and city staff. A budget survey, 
in English and Spanish, at www.
rockvillemd.gov/budget allows 
community members to identify 
their top budget priorities, initia-

Mayor and Council to Discuss 
Budget Priorities Dec. 14, Ask 
Public to Complete Survey
Survey, in English and Spanish, to Help Identify 
Priorities, COVID-19 Initiatives, Budget Options

tives for reducing the negative 
impacts of COVID-19 and options 
for maintaining a balanced bud-
get. The public response to the 
survey will provide valuable in-
put to the Mayor and Council for 
their FY22 budget discussions.

Rockville’s adopted operating 
budget for the current fiscal year 
totals $140.2 million.

For more information, visit 
www.rockvillemd.gov/budget 
or call the Finance Department at 
240-314-8400.   

Protect yourself and others. 
Wear a mask.
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STAY INFORMED: The Mayor and Council meeting schedule and agendas can be 
found at www.rockvillemd.gov/mayorcouncil. Staff reports with background information 
are included with the agendas, which are posted several days before each meeting. 

Mayor Bridget 
Donnell Newton
240-314-8291 
bnewton@ 
rockvillemd.gov

Councilmember 
Monique Ashton
240-314-8295 
mashton@ 
rockvillemd.gov

Councilmember 
Beryl L. Feinberg
240-314-8293 
bfeinberg@ 
rockvillemd.gov

Councilmember 
David Myles
240-314-8294 
dmyles@
rockvillemd.gov

Councilmember 
Mark Pierzchala
240-314-8292 
mpierzchala@
rockvillemd.gov

Mayor & Council
mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov

Meeting Schedule: Mondays, 
Dec. 7 and 14 at 6 p.m. Visit 
www.rockvillemd.gov/
AgendaCenter.   

The Dec. 7 meeting will be preceded 
by a drop-in session by telephone 
with Mayor Bridget Donnell Newton 
and Councilmember David Myles 
from 5:15-5:30 p.m. To participate, 
sign up by 2 p.m. Nov. 7 at www.
rockvillemd.gov/FormCenter/City-
Clerk-11/Sign-up-for-Dropin- 
Meetings-227.

If you wish to submit comments 
in writing for community forum or 
public hearings, please email  
mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov by 
10 a.m. the day of the meeting. 

Share comments live during com-
munity forum. Sign up by calling 
the City Clerk/Director of Council 
Operations at 240-314-8280 by  
9 a.m. the day of the meeting.

All comments will be acknowledged 
by the Mayor and Council at the 
meeting and added to the agenda 
for public viewing on the website.  
To practice responsible social dis-
tancing, Mayor and Council meetings 
will be conducted by teleconference 
and broadcast on Rockville 11,  
channel 11 on county cable, 
livestreamed at www.rockvillemd.
gov/rockville11, and available a day 
after each meeting at www. 
rockvillemd.gov/videoondemand.

Get Involved  
with the City 
•	 Send an email to mayorcouncil 

@rockvillemd.gov.
•	 Testify at a hearing or in writ-

ing to cityclerk@rockville 
md.gov or by mail to the 
City Clerk’s Office, Rockville 
City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave., 
Rockville, MD 20850. 

•	 Volunteer to be on a board 
or commission. Find ways to 
give of your time and talents 
at www.rockvillemd.gov/
volunteer.

Boards and Commissions
Anyone interested in serving 

on a board or commission may 
write to: Mayor and Council, 111 
Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 
20850, call 240-314-8280, or fill 
out and submit an expression of 
interest form at www.rockville 
md.gov/boardscommissions. 

While some meetings are 
canceled, other boards and 
commissions meetings will take 
place virtually. See times and 
dates, and ways to participate 
on city's online calendar: www.
rockvillemd.gov/calendar.aspx. 
•	 Dec. 9 and 23 Planning 

Commission 7 p.m. (May 
be held by teleconference. 
Visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
AgendaCenter for details closer 
to the meeting dates.)

Vacancies 
The Mayor and Council are 

seeking applicants for the fol-
lowing boards and commissions: 
•	 Financial Advisory Board (2) 
•	 Historic District Comm. (1 

alt.)  
•	 Landlord-Tenant Affairs 

Comm. (2 tenant alts.)  
•	 Planning Comm. (1) 
•	 Traffic and Transportation 

Comm. (1) 
For more, visit www.rockville 
md.gov/boardscommissions or 
call 240-314-8280.

SPEAK UP
Report potential fraud, waste and 
abuse related to City of Rockville 

government services and employees.

Call 1-866-921-6714
Email rockvillemd@integritycounts.ca

Visit www.integritycounts.ca/org/rockvillemd
For more information, visit 

www.rockvillemd.gov/fraud-waste-abuse.

LEARN MORE  ON 
ROCKVILLE 11 

www.youtube.com/cityofrockville

Connect 
with us on 

Social Media.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS:	 Main: 240-314-5000
	 Police Non-emergency: 240-314-8900
	 24-Hour Utility Emergency Report Hotline: 240-314-8567

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ARE BEING 
HELD ONLINE. Meetings are 
closed to in-person attendance 
and are livestreamed at www.
rockvillemd.gov/rockville11.

An environmental study of 
the state project to widen in-
terstates 270 and 495 between 
the American Legion Bridge 
and Frederick with toll lanes is 
“severely flawed,” the Mayor 
and Council stated in a letter to 
the Maryland Department of 
Transportation.

“The [Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement] is severely 
flawed because it completely ne-
glects the impact of the pandem-
ic,” the Nov. 4 letter stated. “The 
Travel Demand Model assumes 
traffic volumes will resume to 
pre-COVID levels, includes too 
many human health and envi-
ronmental impacts, and does 
not include a public mass transit 
component. Therefore, the City 
of Rockville supports the only 
rational alternative in compliance 
with the National Environmental 
Policy Act:  The No-Build 
Alternative.”

The letter goes on to detail 

Mayor and Council to State: Don’t 
Build the I-270/I-495 Widening Project

other city concerns with the proj-
ect, including the toll rates; health 
and environmental impacts; po-
tential to affect homes, businesses, 
infrastructure, and city property; 
the lack of a public mass transit 
option; the failure to sufficiently 
address social equity; and the 
state’s handling of another public-
private partnership, the stalled 
Purple Line project.

The state will consider tes-
timony to determine a recom-
mended alternative for the project 
and develop a final environmen-
tal impact statement. The state is 
expected to issue a record of its 
decision in the spring.

Visit www.rockvillereports.
com/mayor-and-council-to-state-
dont-build-the-i-270-i-495-wide-
ning-project to read the letter and 
learn more about the Mayor and 
Council’s efforts regarding this 
project.

To learn more about the project, 
visit 495-270-p3.com.  

The Mayor and Council 
will hold a second public hear-
ing virtually, Monday, Jan. 11, 
to gather input on whether to 
develop recommendations to 
regulate short-term residential 
rentals in Rockville.  

A short-term rental is when 
a dwelling a unit, or part of a 
dwelling unit, is rented for a 
short period of time, usually 
fewer than 30 days. Most short-
term residential rentals are co-
ordinated through third-party 
companies such as Airbnb, 
Priceline and Expedia. 

While short-term rentals take 
place in the city, no laws cur-
rently govern the practice.  

At their Nov. 9 public hear-
ing, the Mayor and Council 
requested a second hearing 
to collect the community’s 
thoughts and opinions on short-
term rentals prior to any recom-
mendation for the development 
of regulations.   

For more information, see the 
staff report in the Nov. 9 agenda 
at bit.ly/SRT11920. 

See the column at left for 
how to take part in public hear-
ings.  

City Seeks Input on 
Short-Term Residential 
Rentals at Second  
Public Hearing  

Nearly 50 people attended an 
open house on Nov. 17 to share their 
vision for Rockville’s Climate Action 
Plan. There's still time for you to 
share your thoughts on the plan, a 
Mayor and Council priority initia-

Final Days to Take Climate Action Plan Survey
tive, to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and prepare the community 
to adapt to a changing climate.  

 Share your vision by taking a 
survey, through 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
11, and/or by attending virtual of-

fice hours from 4-5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 1 to learn more about climate 
change and discuss your ideas. 
Register for the office hours and 
find the survey at www.rockville 
md.gov/climate.  

The City of Rockville is taking 
steps to make sure drivers know 
the right way to make a right 
turn after stopping at a red light.

The city is posting “Right 
Turn Yield on Red After Stop” 
signs at 10 intersections within 
Rockville city limits where red-
light cameras help enforce state 
law. The signs remind drivers 
that Maryland Law TA 21-202(h) 
requires a full stop before turn-
ing right at a red light.

When a vehicle travels 
through the intersection during 
a red light, makes an illegal left 
turn or fails to fully stop on red 
before turning right at an ap-
proved and labeled intersection, 
the cameras activate, taking pho-
tos and video to document the 

Rockville Wants Drivers to Stop on 
Red Before Making Right Turns

violation.
The red-light camera system 

was installed to improve safety, 
not to collect revenue from traf-
fic citations. When vehicles make 
a full stop, it creates safer cross-
walks for pedestrians and safer 
intersections for vehicle traffic.

The Rockville City Police 
Department reviews all photo-
graphs and video evidence of 
a suspected violation before is-
suing a citation. The fine is $75. 
Revenue from red-light camera 
citations goes to the city's general 
fund, where it is used to pay for 
the red-light camera program 
and other public safety expenses.

Find video of the red-light 
camera system in action and 
learn more about how it works at 

bit.ly/RkvRedRightTurn.
For a list of the 10 red-light 

camera locations where signage 
is being installed, and to learn 
more about the red-light camera 
program, visit www.rockville 
md.gov/redlight.   
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DON’T LET A CLOG BECOME AN UNWANTED HOLIDAY GUEST … When the holiday feast is 
finished, don’t pour fats, oils and grease, i.e., FOG, down the drain. FOG, including sauces, gravy and salad dress-
ings, can trap solids, form hard deposits and clog pipes, causing basement backups, sewer overflows and costly 
damage to city infrastructure and private property. Before washing dishes, scrape food and grease into a trash 
can, use a paper towel to wipe away oil, or pour FOG into an empty can, let it cool to solidify and dispose of it.

A New Way to Pay Utility Bills
A new payment system debuts in January

Check your mailbox in January for:
4 New account information. 

                      4 How to register.
Then:
•	 View and pay your utility bill online, anytime,  

with a credit/debit card or e-check.
•	 Receive bills and receipts via email with a paperless option.
•	 Get email and optional text message reminders.
•	 Choose to pay online or by mail, phone or text message.
•	 Create your own payment schedule with FlexPay:
	 –  Use Auto Pay to avoid late or missed payments, or 
	 –  One-Time Pay to quickly view and pay without registering.

It’s safe, simple and secure.
www.rockvillemd.gov/utilitybilling 

City’s Procurement Division  
Wins Award for Excellence 

The City of Rockville’s Procurement Division 
has been recognized for excellence, receiving the 
2020 Excellence in Procurement Award from 
the National Procurement Institute, Inc. 

The award is earned by public and nonprofit 
agencies that demonstrate a commitment to 
procurement excellence. NPI’s annual program, 
in its 25th year, recognizes procurement orga-
nizations that embrace innovation, professional-
ism, productivity, leadership and e-procurement. 

Rockville is one of only five agencies in 
Maryland, and 69 cities in the U.S. and Canada, 
to receive the recognition. 

In 2020, the program had 188 successful ap-
plicants, including 40 counties, 69 cities, 15 higher 
education agencies, 22 school districts, 34 special 
districts, five state agencies and three others. 

Matching Grant Program Seeks Projects 
to Improve Communities
Applications Accepted Starting Dec. 14  

The city’s matching grant program helps 
neighbors work together to accomplish com-
mon goals that support the health, vitality and 
inclusivity of the place they call home.  

Community Empowerment Matching Grant 
applications will be accepted starting Monday, 
Dec. 14. The application deadline is Friday, Feb. 5. 

Neighborhood, civic or homeowners asso-
ciations, community groups, organized groups 
of neighbors and student groups are eligible to 
apply. Neighbors and organizations willing to 
match funding through cash, in-kind donations 
and volunteer hours are also eligible.  

Applications are reviewed and grants award-
ed by the City Manager’s Office. Grants typi-
cally range from $500-$1,000 and must benefit a 
clearly identified area within city limits.  

Grant funds will become available after 
Friday, March 5.  

To see the objectives for matching grants, 
and for an applications form and additional infor-
mation, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/community 
empowerment. 

Human Rights Day, the Rockville Way 
Human Rights Day is Thursday, Dec. 10. The 

day commemorates the United Nations' adop-
tion of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights on Dec. 10, 1948. 

The city’s Human Rights Commission is 
marking the day with information, at www.
rockvillemd.gov/humanrights, to prompt ideas, 
conversation and action for upholding and re-
specting human rights. The COVID-19 pandemic 
and the response to the virus has raised many 
questions about how to balance public health 
needs with individual human rights protections.  

In 1984, the U.N. Economic and Social 
Council adopted the Siracusa Principles, a set of 
guidelines for preserving human rights in the face 
of public emergencies. During such times, the 
Siracusa Principles can help protect human rights 
that risk being compromised, such as freedom 
of expression for journalists, health care work-
ers, government officials, workers, civilians and 
members of the scientific community; freedom 
of travel and movement; and the right to educa-
tion and information. 

The principles also call for the response to 
public emergencies to be monitored to deter-
mine disproportionate impacts on different seg-
ments of society, such as the elderly, racial and 
ethnic minorities, the disabled, women and girls, 
migrants, and marginalized groups such as the 
homeless. 

The City of Rockville is addressing problems 
related to the pandemic such as food insecurity 
and financial difficulty. For more information, see 
the article on page 1 or visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/2316/COVID-19-Resources.  

Learn more about Human Rights Day at 
www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day.

ROCKVILLE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! 
If you can help, we may have an opportunity for you!  

	 •	 Join a board or commission. Find ways to give of your 	
		  time and talents. 
	 •	 Rake leaves or shovel snow for older Rockville residents. 
	 •	 Keep our city streams clean and weed-free. 
	 •	 Earn Student Service Learning hours. 
 

Have ideas for volunteering? 
Share them with Hjarman Cordero, hcordero@rockvillemd.gov. 

These and many other opportunities are  
available at www.rockvillemd.gov/volunteer. 

 (For additional opportunities from around the county,  
visit the www.montgomerycountymd.gov/volunteercenter.)

The pedestrian bridge 
linking Rockville Town 
Center and the Rockville 
Metro Station over Rockville 
Pike is expected to reopen 
late next summer following 
repairs.

Metro closed the bridge 
June 17 due to safety con-
cerns after glass panels in the 
bridge shattered.

The work, which is be-
ing managed by Metro, will 
include repairing two glass 
panels, replacing brackets 
and rubber pads that sup-
port the panels, and concrete 
work. A second contractor 
will make roof repairs. The 
work is expected to begin 
this winter, though Metro 
had yet to set a start date 
as of press time for this is-
sue of "Rockville Reports." 
Structural repairs and roof 
replacement will occur simul-
taneously, with the project 
expected to be completed in 
July or August.

Construction is planned 
for weekdays, 7 a.m-5 p.m. 
The contract allows for 
night and weekend work, 
though none is planned 
unless deemed necessary 
by Maryland Department 

Rockville Metro Pedestrian 
Bridge Repairs Underway

of Transportation permit-
ting for work over Rockville 
Pike (MD 355). Rockville 
Department of Public Works 
staff met with Metro rep-
resentatives on Oct. 22 to 
discuss the repairs and 
explained the need to com-
ply with the county’s noise 
ordinance.

The project, which was 
identified by the Mayor 
and Council as a priority, 
is expected to cost $1.7 mil-
lion, with the city covering 
$425,000 of the cost.

Signs direct riders to a 
shuttle that runs daily during 
Metro service hours between 
the station’s west entrance 
and a stop across Rockville 
Pike at East Montgomery 
Avenue and Monroe Street. 
The city worked with 
Montgomery County to 
modify signal timing so that 
pedestrians can more safely 
cross Rockville Pike at Park 
Road and Church Street us-
ing marked crosswalks and 
following pedestrian crossing 
signals.

Learn more at www.
wmata.com/service/status/
details/rockville-pedestrian-
bridge-closure.cfm.   

Rockville will have a 
new option for traveling 
one of the city’s busiest cor-
ridors with the arrival of a 
7-mile, premium, branded, 
limited-stop bus rapid tran-
sit service along Veirs Mill 
Road. 

The project, which is in 
the planning stages, will 
improve transit travel time 
and connect a significant 
number of minority and 
low-income riders to high-
density housing and jobs 
along the highly congested 
MD 586 corridor. 

The Montgomery 
County Department of 
Transportation presented 
plans for the project to the 
Mayor and Council on Nov. 
2 after beginning engineer-
ing design this fall. The 
county will apply for fed-
eral funding for the project, 
which will be considered 
for connections with local 
bus service, such as Ride 
On.  

The plans call for the 
purchase of new 60-foot 
articulated buses and 
new BRT stations with 

County Offers Closer Look at 
Veirs Mill Road Bus Rapid Transit

level boarding. Proposed 
stations within the city 
along Veirs Mill Road 
are Twinbrook Parkway, 
Atlantic Avenue and 
Edmonston Drive, in ad-
dition to stations at the 
Rockville Metro Station 
and Montgomery College. 

The project includes 
queue jumps and Transit 
Signal Priority technol-
ogy to give buses prior-
ity and aid them through 
busy intersections. It calls 
for pedestrian and bicycle 
improvements, while re-
taining curbside dedicated 
lanes as the long-term BRT 
alternative along Veirs Mill 
Road.  

Find the staff report 
and video of the presenta-
tion with the Nov. 2 agenda 
at www.rockvillemd.gov/
AgendaCenter. To stay 
informed about upcom-
ing public outreach on the 
project, follow the City of 
Rockville on Facebook and 
Twitter or visit www. 
montgomerycountymd.
gov/dot-dte/projects/
VeirsMillBRT.  

Partner with the City of Rockville to help neighbors in need.  Send a tax- 
deductible contribution with checks payable to “Rockville Holiday Drive Fund.”

Visit bit.ly/HolidayDriveDonate to contribute.Visit bit.ly/HolidayDriveDonate to contribute.

Neighbors are facing unprecedented financial 
hardship due to the COVID-19 crisis. 

20202020
HELP A 

NEIGHBOR 
IN NEED 
DONATE 
ONLINE
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Rockville Reports is the official publication of the City of Rockville, 111 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850. It is delivered to all 
homes and businesses within Rockville’s city limits. Any individuals with disabilities who would like to receive the information in this 
publication in another form may contact the Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at 240-314-8100; TTY 240-314-8137. Have 
an idea for “Rockville Reports”? Email pio@rockvillemd.gov. 

GREEN YOUR HOLIDAYS … Household waste in the U.S. increases an average of 25% between Thanksgiving 
and New Year's Day. Wrapping paper, decorations, packaging, leftover food and even the gifts we buy often don’t 
last long and end up in the waste stream. Recycling is great but reducing is better! Learn how to gift greener this sea-
son, discover creative ways to wrap gifts with repurposed supplies and find tips for reducing waste with the holiday 
extra edition of the city’s “Environment and Sustainability News” email at bit.ly/RkvGreenHolidays. 

Questions, Concerns 
or Ideas?
Reach out to Rockville City 
Manager Rob DiSpirito at 
rdispirito@rockvillemd.gov 
or 240-314-8102.

City Manager: Rob DiSpirito
Interim Deputy City Manager: Tim Chesnutt
Director of Communication: Marylou Berg
Public Information Specialists: Cliff Cumber, Sean Sedam

Web and Digital Manager: Tatum B. Walker
Graphics and Printing: Eric Ferrell, Erin Fincher, Lori Russler
Rockville 11: Hagop Balekjian, Craig Buchanan, Kathy Dantzler  

Fall Leaf Collection Continues
The city's fall leaf collection continues 

through Friday, Dec. 18. After the collection 
period ends, use biodegradable paper lawn bags 
or 32-gallon trash cans (without plastic garbage 
bags) to set leaves out on your recycling and 
trash collection day. 

Managed Deer Hunt to Close Civic  
Center Park in December, January  

An area of Rockville Civic Center Park and 
Croydon Creek Nature Center will be closed 
for part of December and part of January for a 
pilot archery deer-culling program.  

The pilot will take place Dec. 19-27 and Jan. 
9-16 in the John Hayes Memorial Forest (852 
Avery Road) and surrounding parkland. The cull 
is intended to begin to bring the white-tailed 
deer population to a more sustainable level in 
concert with other measures.  

For more information, and a map of the spe-
cific area affected, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
deerculling.  

As the number of deer have increased, so 
has the risk of vehicle accidents, damage to land-
scapes and forest ecosystems, and Lyme disease.   

From 2008-2017, according to the Rockville 
City Police Department, 1,400 deer-vehicle col-
lisions were reported, most often during the 
height of the deer breeding season in October 
and November. A survey of six Rockville parks 
showed an average of 130-160 deer per square 
mile. A healthy deer population is around 20 
deer per square mile.  

For more information about alternative 
parks to enjoy in Rockville, visit www.rockville 
md.gov/974/Parks. 

Help Your Community Through  
the 2020 Holiday Drive 

With the need greater than ever, Rockville's 
Holiday Drive continues, albeit with minor 
changes to keep everyone healthy and safe. 

This year, because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the city is requesting cash donations 
only that will be used to purchase gift cards for 
needy recipients. Donations will help purchase 
Target gift cards for the holidays. Here’s how to 
help: 
•	 Easily donate online at bit.ly/HolidayDrive 

Donate. 
•	 Send a tax-deductible contribution check. 

Checks can be made payable to Rockville 
Holiday Drive Fund, and sent to Rockville 
Holiday Drive Fund, 111 Maryland Ave., 
Rockville, MD 20850. 
For more information, contact Allison Hoy, 

volunteer coordinator, at 240-314-8304 or 
ahoy@rockvillemd.gov.

See interactive map at www.rockvillemd.gov/leafcollection.

AREA 1: Nov. 2-6; Dec. 7-11
AREA 2: Nov. 9-13; Dec. 14-18
AREA 3: Oct. 12-16; Nov. 16-20	
AREA 4: Oct. 19-23; Nov. 23-27	
AREA 5: Oct. 26-30; Nov. 30-Dec. 4
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The Rockville Town 
Square ice rink is open. 

Under new restrictions 
adopted by Montgomery 
County on Tuesday, Nov. 10, 
outdoor ice rinks are permit-
ted to operate, with restric-
tions, following approval 
from the county.  

Federal Realty 
Investment Trust has re-
ceived county approval to 
operate the rink. Skaters will 
be required to wear masks 
and the number of skaters 
allowed on the ice will be 
limited per session. With 
those conditions in place, the 

The City of Rockville thanks and salutes its essential workers!  
Here’s just a few of our valuable colleagues who are continuing to deliver services to you. See our full gallery on RockvilleReports.com. 

Visit www.youtube.com/cityofrockville and search for "staysaferockville PSA" to see Rockville 11’s #StaySafeRockville campaign. 
Show your support by posting a selfie in your mask on social media with the #StaySafeRockville hashtag.

Stay home but also stay 
well with online seminars 
from the Rockville Senior 
Center in December. For de-
tails, visit www.rockville 
md.gov/recreation. You can 
register online, call 240-314-
8800 or email seniorcenter@
rockvillemd.gov for more in-
formation. Sessions are free 
unless otherwise noted. 

Blood Pressure Session 
4: Stress Reduction. 
Breathing exercises and med-
itation can lower blood pres-
sure. Presented by Adventist 

Destress, Ramp Up Your Exercise and Go with 
Your Gut Virtually, with the Senior Center

HealthCare. Course #14977. 1-2 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 1. 

Ramping Up Your 
Exercise Program. Dr. 
Carlos Martinez, of CAM 
Physical and Wellness 
Services, will present safe 
and effective strategies to 
begin exercising at home. 
Course #14894. 1-2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 2. 

Gut Health 101. Explore 
and discuss your health and 
digestive-tract flora. Course 
#17653. 1-2 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 8.   

With Safety a Priority, Rockville 
Town Square Ice Rink to Open 
Restrictions Will Be in Place for Skating

City of Rockville has permit-
ted the rink to open.  

At 7,200 square feet and 
120 feet long, the rink is 
the largest outdoor rink in 
Montgomery County. An 
annual attraction in winter 
for almost a decade, it fea-
tures an underlay of colorful 
abstract artwork by local art-
ist Emily Eisinger, titled “A 
Rendered Edge.” 

For hours and pricing, 
and to make reservations 
and purchase tickets, visit 
www.rockvilleiceskating.
com.   

Salute Your City Employees! 

"Everyone can be great be-
cause everybody can serve." 
Observing Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day through service is 
a way to begin each year with 
a commitment to making our 
community a better place. 

The city’s Human Rights 
Commission is organizing 
Rockville’s Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day virtual celebration on 

Monday, Jan. 18. The virtual 
celebration will not be held 
in person because of social 
distancing rules related to the 
ongoing pandemic but will 
be broadcast on Rockville 11, 
channel 11 on county cable. 
Learn more at www.rockville 
md.gov/mlk. 

For more info, call 240-314-
8316. For info about accessibil-
ity, call the city’s Americans 
with Disabilities Act coordina-
tor at 240-314-8108.   

MLK Day 
continued from pg. 1…


